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What is a Single Use Agricultural 
Bank? 

 -Credits from wetland restoration (as opposed to 
creation or preservation) 

 -CRP restored wetlands  

 -Use of Modified MnRam Tool for evaluation and 
standards 

 - The credits may be used only to offset wetland impacts 
on lands currently in agricultural use 



History 

 State Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) began 
“ag banking” in 2012 

 Coordinated with USDA NRCS and “Swampbuster” 
 Provided credits for ag producers who impact wetlands 

on ag lands 
 Expired CRP lands were targeted for credit 
 Corps-concurred credits were not a priority 

 



Corps Involvement 
 RGP-002 (AG GP) in  2012 and 2013: interest among 

farmers in mitigation 

 Corps held IRT meeting in April 2013 to discuss Single 
Use Banks for Ag (SUBs) 

  Idea of “Extended Restoration” as a credit option (page 
28, District Mitigation Policy) was proposed 

 2014: IRT endorsed SUBs and Extended Restoration 

 



Flexibility in Bank Standards 



Use of Ag Bank Credits 

 For farmed and other degraded agricultural 
wetlands 

 1:1 replacement in same BSA 

 2:1 in adjacent BSA 

 Not allowed in non-adjacent BSA 



Ag Bank or Standard Bank? 



Single Use Ag Bank for CRP Rollovers 

 Generally Lower Vegetation Standards 

 CRP Rollover is an option for BWSR 

 Corps only option for CRP is the Single Use Ag 
Bank 

 MnRam for Crediting 



Vegetation Standards 



Crediting CRP Based on MnRam 





Eligibility of CRP for Wetland Banking 

 1. Restored Wetland 
 2. Restoration of Natural Hydrology 
 3. Native, Non invasive Vegetation 
 4. Expired Contract or Easement 
 5. Functional Benefits 
 6. Structural Integrity 
 7. Sustainability 
 8. Upland Buffer 



Agricultural Wetland Evaluation Tool 
(Modified MnRam) 





Eligibility of CRP for Wetland Banking 

 1. Restored Wetland 
 2. Restoration of Natural Hydrology 
 3. Native, Non invasive Vegetation 
 4. Expired Contract or Easement 
 5. Functional Benefits 
 6. Structural Integrity 
 7. Sustainability 
 8. Upland Buffer 







TEP Evaluation of CRP for Wetland 
Banking 

 1. Assemble Scoping Materials 
 2. Review CRP Contract or Easement 
 3. Identify Wetlands 
 4. Confirm Wetlands were Restored 
 5. On-Site Functional Assessment 
 6. Identify Landscape Features 
 7. Inspect Structures 
 8. Determine Eligibility 
 9. Estimate Credit Yield for Eligible Acres 
 10. Assemble TEP Findings 



Single Use Ag Banks Typically : 

 Shortened Vegetation Monitoring 

 No Hydrology Monitoring 

 Can be Credits Transferred From the 
Standard Bank or Expired CRP 



Ag Bank Plan- 8. Vegetation Plan 

 Vegetation Plan 
 No further establishment necessary as the site has been restored through a CRP contract. Uplands 

and wetlands throughout the site have a good diversity of native prairie plant species.  Wetlands 
have river bulrush, blue joint grass, smartweed, green bulrush, foxtail barley, lake sedge, blue 
vervain, Maximillian sunflower, dog bane, wild licorice, cattail and some reed canary grass.  
Uplands contained big bluestem, switch grass, little bluestem, Canada wild rye, western wheat 
grass, purple prairie clover, white prairie clover, windflower, purple coneflower, gray headed 
coneflower, hoary vervain, black eyed-Susan and daisy fleabane. 

 Some young cottonwood and willow trees and brush are present on the perimeter of the two 
shallow marsh wetland basins. These will need to be cut and stump treated with herbicide.  Trees 
will be cut and treated in the fall and winter of 2014. See Figure 16 for tree removal and control 
areas.   
 



Ag Bank Plan- 9. Construction Plan 

  9.1 Design Approach 
 Discuss the general design approach proposed to achieve the 

planned restoration goals for hydrology such as disable 
drainage system, divert water, impound water, etc. Provide a 
detailed description of the proposed construction work to be 
performed for each wetland area to be restored or created. 

  No further work is needed; the site was fully restored 
under a CRP contract. -Not What Was Done in the Past  



Ag Bank Plan- 10. Supplemental Info 
 Restored Wetlands 

 Restoration of Natural Hydrology 

 Native, Non-invasive Vegetation 

 Expired Contract or Easement 

 Functional Benefits- Modified MnRam Tool 

 Structural integrity  

 Sustainability  

 Upland Buffer 
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